
Dale Community Council  
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 

 

Monday 27th November 2023 at 7.00pm in the Coronation Hall, Dale 

 

1. Present 

Lyn Jones (LJ)(Chair), Peter Morgan (PM), Daniel Jones (DJ), Paul Garnish (PG), Chris 

Millership (CM). 

Francesca Jones (RFO) 

 

Apologies 

Mark Reynolds 

 

2. Declaration of Interest 

None 

 

3. Minutes of the meeting held 25th September 2023 

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 25th September 2023 were agreed as a true 

record and Councillors were happy to sign them off.  

 

4. Matters arising 

i. Hedgerows – It was agreed to speak to T Stamp and ask him to write a letter which the 

community council can then forward on to the National Parks and cc Will Bramble. Also, it 

was suggested to ask Windmill Farm, Dale Hill Farm and Speedlands Farm, if they are in 

support, to put it in writing that they are concerned about the growth of the hedges being a 

safety hazard in the summer months. Cllr Owens sent a contact for the National Parks to the 

Clerk. It was noted that once again, Dan Hibbert has cut the edges back along this stretch 

without payment. It is very much appreciated, and thanks is to be passed on once again. 

Action – Clerk to speak to T Stamp and businesses. To write to Mr Hibbert and offer 

the Cllrs’ thanks 

ii. Toilets – The hole in the roof has been fixed and Danfo have confirmed that they had an 

issue with the cleaner servicing Dale toilets, but that the person concerned does not work for 

them any longer.  

iii. Peninsula Papers – The idea of leaving copies in the local shops was put to the organisers, 

however it was felt that copies may be printed and not bought which will still waste funds. 

Andy copies that second home owners wish to have can be bought or viewed online.  



iv. Carpark gate – DJ fixed the gate the day after the last meeting so no need to contact PCC. 

v. We haven’t seen Cllr Owens for a while, and more information is needed regarding the 

Boundary Commission’s plans for the future of community councils. PM and LJ attended the 

meeting in October to discuss the plans and the general concern amongst those who 

represented their councils, was that nothing should be forced upon them. This was made very 

clear that it would not be the case by Shereen Williams, the Chief Exec of the Boundary 

Commission for Wales. However, the Clerk has since received a letter from the Commission, 

again from Shereen Williams, outlining that although the policy states voluntary mergers, it is 

not bound by this policy. In other words, they can do what they like in the end. Our 

Councillors feel very strongly that Dale should remain separate. St. Ishmaels and Marloes & 

St. Brides are similar communities in size and amenities and they both struggle to fill seats at 

elections. Where as Dale has always had a good turn out for elections and hasn’t had to co 

opt for a few years due to lack of interest. It also has a very different tourist trade during the 

summer months and very different make up of residents.  

Action – Clerk to contact Cllr Owens to get some clarity on the matter. 

 

5. Village Matters 

i. Dinghies 

There are a number of dinghies and kayaks left at the top of the beach on the grass and 

pebbles. These are at risk of being broken up by the stormy winter seas and leaving 

hazardous debris on the beach. There is also one still left behind on the Yacht Club’s dinghy 

parking which has now exceeded the agreed date in their lease. It was agreed that these all 

must be moved. Some owners are known, and it was agreed that Cllrs would speak with them 

asap. It was suggested that next year at the end of the season, a reminder should be put in PP 

and on the facebook page. It was also noted that the surface near the noticeboard needs some 

attention, and some stones need to be placed ready for the next season so that boats and cars 

cannot continue to drive up on to the grass area by the benches.  

Action – Clerk to put a reminder in PP next season 

 

ii. Thanks to Colin 

It was noted that for another year, Colin Harrison has done a lovely job of looking after the 

village grass and making sure that the litter bins in the village are emptied regularly. Whilst 

this work is paid as part of a PCC contract, it was proven previously that other contractors do 

not take as much care and attention as Colin does and the Councillors wish to show their 

thanks in writing.  

Action – Clerk to contact Colin to pass this on 

iii. Events Calendar 

CM and Kevin Rogers have had a look at setting up an events calendar for the village. It has a 

specific email address and CM has agreed to add the events that come through. All were 

happy for a trial run of this to be undertaken. 



Action – CM to sort the trial run with KR. 

 

6. Parking 

Nothing to note. 

 

7. Highways 

It was agreed that the speed in the village still seems to be much slower since the new limit 

came in to force. However, the speed along Castle Way still seems to be faster, almost as if 

people have forgotten by then or think there are not as many hazards here. It was suggested 

that additional 20mph signage could be placed just after the junction up behind Dale Castle to 

remind people, especially those who have come from St. Anne’s Head and West Dale.  

PG commented that the resurfacing works carried out by the Council this year, were not as 

well done as previously. There is still a lot of loose grit along the edges of the roads, 

especially on the corners and all of the signage has been left behind stating that there are no 

markings, however the lines were re done some months ago. The spots that could not be done 

where cars are parked have not been revisited.  

 

Action – Clerk to ask PCC for additional signs and note the resurfacing works.  

 

8. Planning 

The response from PCNPA about how they plan to police conditions where home owners 

have to live there as a main residence for so many days of the year, was pretty poor and did 

not clarify any of the Councillors concerns.  

Action – Clerk to contact Kate Atrill and copy in Cllr Owens 

 

NP/23/0144 – 71 Blue Anchor Way Approved 

NP/23/0342 – 77 Blue Anchor Way Approved 

NP/23/0505 – Post House Remains undecided 

NP/23/0403 – 141 Castle Way Remains undecided 

 

9. Training 

CM attended an online planning training session which he said was well delivered and 

outlined the main planning policies that the Parks follow when looking at applications. He 

said that a lot of attendees raised the point that the idea is good, however the reality is that the 

policies are not followed properly when passing/refusing applications. The Parks admitted 

that they still have a huge back log of applications and have no way of following up 



violations because they have such little positions filled. One main issue they have faced the 

last year is pop up campsites and food trucks. CM said that they were open to feeback, both 

negative and positive and that they are keen for policies to be referred to when Community 

Councils are giving their feedback on applications. LJ was also meant to attend the training in 

person, however he did not hear from anyone after booking his place, CM also said that 

communication was poor and the email to confirm his place only came on the morning of the 

training.  

Action – Clerk to feedback about communication to Parks 

 

10. Correspondence 

i. Boundary Commission 

This was covered earlier in the meeting in matters arising.  

 

11. Financial Report 

i. November 2023 

Receipts/Expenditure/Balance 

Community/Current Account 

Opening Balance (01/09/23) £1272.18 

Expenditure                           £0.78 Overdraft charge 

                                               £0.72 

Income                                   £0.00 

Closing Balance (31/10/23)  £1270.68 

Business Premium  

Opening Balance (01/09/23)  £3519.11 

Expenditure                            £0.00 

Income                                    £9.43 Interest    

Closing Balance (31/10/23)   £3528.54 

Totals: 

Community/Current           £1270.68 

Business Premium             £3528.54 

Payments to be issued today: 

£660.00   Clerk’s wages 

 

All were happy to make the payments today.  

PG asked if it’s necessary to keep so much in the reserve account now as we have 5 years to pay for 

an election. Clerk to check the cost of a stand-alone election and report back. It was agreed that the 



money could used to maintain areas of the village like the drain opposite the cemetery that is really 

clogged with grass growth and floods the road.  

Action – Clerk to check the cost and to note to the Boundary Commission that Dale does a lot of 

maintenance that should be done by PCC. 

 

ii. Budget Review 

The budget is on track however we still need to check about the savings account.  

 

12. County Council Matters 

It was noted that the sea defence walls have been repaired and the growth around all bridges 

has been cut, all by PCC. Also the slipway has been cleaned recently.  

 

11. Date for the next meeting 

The next meeting will be on Monday 22nd January at 7pm in the Jubilee Suite, Dale.  

 

Meeting was closed at 8.35 pm. 


