Dale Community Council
MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON

Monday 17" March 2025 at 7.00 pm in the Coronation Hall, Dale

1. Present

Lyn Jones (LJ)(Chair), Peter Morgan (PM), Daniel Jones (DJ), Paul Garnish (PG)

Francesca Jones (RFO)(Clerk)
Cllr Claire George (CG)
Member of public (MOP)

Apologies

2. Declaration of Interest

DJ & LJ — Clerk Wages

3. Minutes of the meeting held 16" January 2025

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 16" January 2025 were agreed as a true record
and Councillors were happy to sign them off.

4. Matters arising
i) The dinghies have been removed from the beach as well as the canoe from the verge.

ii) The wall that was damaged by the public toilets has been repaired and the whole wall is
being re-pointed where needed. The cover has been measured up for replacement.

iii) The hinge on the flood gate has been repaired and a new set of keys has been acquired for
the gates and box.

5. Village Matters
i. Public Toilets

For the last few weeks there has been a major issue with the village toilets. There has been a
constant stream of tankers coming and going, the most in one day that was recorded was 20
tankers. They are taking away salt water that is somehow getting into the plant and if left
could cause irreparable damage. The noise from these tankers has been causing disturbance to



locals as they are running all through the night. The doors to the pump house were also left
open 24hrs a day until a local pointed out how hazardous that was for people, especially
children, as they could easily fall in. These have now been closed in between tankers. The
Clerk has twice reported the broken flood water outlet cover, both to PCC and Dwr Cyrmru,
both times the emails have remained unanswered. This may not be the root cause, but it is
still a danger to people on the beach.

It was pointed out by the MOP that the cover at the outermost outlet near The Fort, has also
been missing for many years and is in a general poor state of repair. This could be letting sea
water back up the pipe and into the toilets, especially when there are high tides with strong
surges. The MOP has launched a full investigation and said that so far, no one has disagreed
with any of the issues, however they also do not have any straight answers as to what is
wrong with the plant. The MOP has spoken to chief execs and people higher up in
government and is happy to escalate things if nothing progresses by the end of the month.

It was agreed that it is concerning that, given the recent rise in local residence’s water rates,
that no one has as yet received communication explaining the problem and apologizing for
the inconvenience. It is especially concerning that in a couple of weeks time when the Easte
Holidays begin, the local businesses will be opening up, tourists and visitors will swell the
village number and there are a number of high tides due. And if it were to rain on top then the
issues at the plant may become much, much worse. It was agreed to post of the community
Facebook page to encourage as many locals as possible to make a complaint. It was also
agreed that DCC will write to Cllr CG who will then pass their concerns on to PCC.

PG was concerned about waiting until the end of the month because in the past, Dwr Cyrmru
has made promises surrounding the toilets that have never come to pass.

Cllr CG said that Marloes and St. Ishmaels have also been having problems with their
pumping stations and that major investment is what is really needed.

LJ thanked the MOP for their time and for putting so much effort into this cause.

Action — Clerk to write to Cllr CG and to post on the village facebook group.

ii. Maintenance Day

The village annual maintenance day will take place on March 29" at 10am. The main area of
focus this year is the cemetery as well as the usual alley way and area around the public
toilets. A post will be put on Facebook asking for volunteers.

DJ will look in to repairing a large hole that has appeared on the slipway and there are some
stones that need re cementing along the sea wall/bench seat. The protruding rebar that the
Clerk reported at black rock has apparently been dealt with.

DJ had spotted PCC measuring up in the carpark recently and so Clir CG said she would see
if she could find out what was happening as any improvements to the carpark would be
welcomed.

Action — Clerk to post on Facebook.



6. Parking
New wooden bollards have been installed by DY C to mark the dinghy bays.

7. Highways

Repeat 20mph signs were mentioned again for Castle Way. Clir CG said she would look in to
this again.

Action — Clerk to email Cllr CG.

8. Planning

None

9. Financial Report
i)
March 2025

Receipts/Expenditure/Balance

Community/Current Account
Opening Balance (01/01/25) £2912.16

Expenditure £254.80 clerk wages
£254.80 clerk wages

Income £0.00

Closing Balance (28/02/25) £2402.56

Business Premium

Opening Balance (01/01/25) £3089.99

Expenditure £0.00

Income £0.00

Closing Balance (28/02/25) £3089.99

Totals:

Community/Current £2402.56

Business Premium £3089.99

Balance at bank £5492.55

Payments to be issued today:

£202.54 Clerk wages to be issued via online banking automatic payment monthly until March 31% 2026
£240.00 — Hibbert & Son (verge cutting September)

£59 — One Voice Wales membership

All happy to make these payments.



i) The Councillors agreed to increase the Clerk’s wages this year from scp 16 to scp 17. This will
result in an annual salary of £2430.48, £202.54 per month which will be paid via an automatic set up
payment.

10. County Council Matters

Dale has been chosen as one of 4 areas in Pembrokeshire to take part in a Shoreline
Management Plan. Given the predictions that sea levels will rise over the next decade, Dale
will need to look at how it will manage this. Cllr CG will email the Clerk the information and
a meeting with all involved parties will need to be arranged separate to the next Council
meeting. June was suggested as a quieter month for this.

12. Correspondence

None

12. Date for the next meeting

The next meeting will be on Monday 12" May at 7pm in the Jubilee Suite, Dale. This will
include the AGM.

Meeting was closed at 8.45 pm.



