Dale Community Council
MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON

Monday 12" May 2025 at 7.15 pm in the Coronation Hall, Dale

1. Present

Lyn Jones (LJ)(Chair), Peter Morgan (PM), Daniel Jones (DJ), Paul Garnish (PG)(Vice
Chair), Mark Reynolds (MR), Chris Millership (CM)

Francesca Jones (RFO)(Clerk)
Members of the public — x15

Apologies
ClIr Claire George (CG)

2. Declaration of Interest

None

3. Minutes of the meeting held 17" March 2025

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 17" March 2025 were agreed as a true record
and Councillors were happy to sign them off.

4. Matters arising

i) The internal auditor picked up that the old gate box was never added to the asset register.
The Clerk was instructed to add it after this meeting with a value of £1 as if it was ever
damaged, we would just remove it.

ii) Dogs

It was noted that new signage has been erected along the sea front by PCC reminding dog
owners that dogs should always be on leads and that certain areas of the beach have
restrictions. It was also noted that dog fouling has been seen a lot recently in and around the
village, sadly some of those occasions have been locals, and MR pointed out the importance
of dogs being on leads when in farm fields. He said that going forward he may have to fence
off the path to West Dale as he has seen an increase in dog fouling here which caused some
cows to abort their unborn calves.



5. Village Matters

i. Public Toilets — Presentation by Welsh Water

THIS WAS HELD FIRST BEFORE THE AGM BEGAN TO ALLOW THE
REPRESENTATIVES TO GET HOME AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE ONCE HIS
SECTION WAS COMPLETE.

e Delme Williams — South West Sewerage Manager (Below ground)
o Dave Keen — Client Manager Wastewater Assets

e Ceri Dorian Davies — Network Technician West

e Aled Howells — Catchment Manager (Above ground assets)

e Rebecca Jones — South West Community Manager

o Ellie Lewis — South West River Quality Liaison Manager

The Chairman welcomed the representatives from Welsh Water (WW) and thanked them for
taking the time to come down and speak with us. It was lovely to see so many locals attend
the meeting also.

Aled Howells, Delme Williams and Dave King took turns to discuss the PowerPoint that was
shared with the attendees. They gave a brief outline of the issues that the plant faces at this
moment, which is that saline water is seeping into the sewage pipes in the meadow and along
the seafront, mainly when there are high tides. They explained that the work to line these
pipes has been carried out and is due to finish this week, and that they hope to see a
significant improvement when we next have a tide over 5.9m. However, they made it clear
that this is simply mitigation, a sticking plaster for now, and that within the next 5 years,
Delme Williams said, something must have happened to solve the problem at Dale plant.

Following the re-lining works, there was a suggested plan in place which would see Dale
become a pumping station. This would mean that nothing would be expelled from Dale,
unless there was an extremely bad bought of weather, which would then see the Storm
Overflow (SO) activate and send matter into the sea. Everything would be pumped to
Marloes where a larger treatment works would be sited. However, the joint budget for Dale
and Marloes (9.5million) would not cover this proposal (costed at around 12.4m) and so at
present, both Dale and Marloes assets are being reviewed by the Environmental Consultancy
Service to decide the best solution. Dave King explained that this will not be complete for
around 6 months (ish!) and that even when a solution has been agreed, it will be a couple of
years before any action takes place.

He went on to explain that even if these new linings appear to work, that they can be
damaged and the linings could fracture. Things like boggy/wet land, livestock etc can cause
damage to the linings, especially in areas like the meadow.

They then asked for any questions:
Q) How much water is getting in at present?

A) It is not to do with volume that affects the plant, it is to do with the levels of saline within
the water that is the problem.



Q) Is raw, untreated sewage getting into the sea?

A) Periodically when the system fails — yes.

Q) Where is Marloes’ treatment works discharged too?

A) We don’t know — The Chairman and many others all said — into the Gann at Mullock and
then back into Dale Bay!

Q) With the position of the plant being below the current high tide line and with sea levels set
to rise, surely WW realise that Dale plant can’t stay where it is long term so why not move it
now?

A) This will be down to the outcome from the Environmental Consultancy Service. They said
that a similar plant up north is in a village that the Council have abandoned to the sea and that
WW will continue to manage it until the very end and that it is all about balancing
investment.

Q) Junior sailing start in a weeks time, are you ensuring that they will be safe in the water?
A) We can never guarantee that because other factors affect the levels of bacteria in the sea.
However, a real time map is available that shows when plants overflows are discharging in to
the sea, which can be found online, which helps people to make informed decisions. There
advice was to not swim in the sea after heavy rainfall because of run off contaminants as well

as the overflows discharging.

Q) How do we know that sewage is not seeping from the fractured pipes out into the sea if
saline water can get in?

A) The pressure and force of the sea at high tides forces the saline water through and into the
pipes. It is much harder and would take a lot longer for sewage to seep out of the pipes,
through the land and into the sea.

Q) Is the manhole in the meadow sealed?

A) Yes it is sealed and bolted down. (Clerk pointed out that on April 29" she recorded a
video of water bubbling out of that manhole at a significant rate, WW asked for it to be sent).

Q) Is the meadow safe for livestock to be grazed in there?
A) Yes — they are not aware of any sewage coming back into the meadow.

Q) The flap/cover of the overflow pipe under the Griffin wall has been damaged since around
the time of these problems but is a PCC issue, could it get back into the plant through there?

A) No.



Q) Is there any affect to marine lift?

A) We know that the Cleddau fails to meet its phosphorous targets, WW said they are
responsible for around 30% of the phosphorous levels.

Q) Should more water quality testing be happening when there are these known problems?

A) That would be up to NRW to do this.

The main concern of the residents who attended and spoke was that of effluent and bacteria
getting into the sea and affecting the water quality and the safety of those who use the water.
Dale has a high number of groups/businesses who use the sea regularly now and we have
seen an increase in the number of courses offered here for children, adults and those with
disabilities. Dale has yearly been warded the Blue Flag status, and it was clear that this is
something they are all passionate about. Ellie Lewis responded by saying that they take Blue
Flag statues very seriously and that if the water quality in Dale was to significantly drop, that
they would work closely with NRW if WW was to blame. She did point out that WW only
accounts for a portion of what is discharged into water ways and the sea, and that other
factors such as water run off and farming also play a part. Residents who have carried out
their own water samples seem to think it paints a very different picture than the one that WW
and NRW paint. It was questioned how often samples are taken and where abouts on the
shoreline, the answer was once a month around the mid beach area.

It was stated by a local resident that in West Minster on March 13" 2025, where local MP
Henry Tuftnell attended, Dale was stated as a priority. They went on to say that from their
own data, over a 24-hour period during that first week when the trigger of the high tide
occurred and the tankering began, the lowest number of tankers was 10-12 and the highest
was 18-20. This creates an awful lot of noise pollution, especially to those residents who live
nearby, and a courtesy letter should have been sent notifying residents. The resident also
stated that WW blames the high tides for the problems that are happening now, however in
January and February (which was the driest on record) high tides over 5.9m occurred then
and yet no tankers were needed during that period. WW said that rainwater helps to dilute the
levels of saline in the plants, but it was such a dry period for us that that doesn’t add up. They
simply stated that something could have given since then which is why we are seeing the
problem now and not in Jan/Feb. The lining issues had been on the radar for a while and were
due to be carried out anyway.

MR noted that he had reported to A J James that some of the drivers were travelling far too
fast on these roads and WW apologized for that and asked if any more issues be reported to
them to follow up. DJ also said that since it being reported last, the doors to the pump house
are still being left open when the tankers are filling up which is a huge health and safety issue
for members of the public. Again, they apologized and said it would be taken back to A J
James.

Data suggested that Dale’s Combined Storm Overflow over a year was 126 ‘dumps’ of
untreated discharge. Data also showed problem peaks after bank holiday weekends and
school holidays which WW seem to disregard. This has always been thought to affect the



plant and for years, the smells emitting from the plant are worse when visitor numbers are
high.

There was to be a drop-in session held by WW in Dale next Tuesday 20™ May and more info
would be sent to the Clerk for her to publish locally.

Summary
We need a plan going forward from WW to outline the steps they plan to take

Action — Clerk to await their summary and when it arrives, to share with all
stakeholders and to cc in Henry Tufnell and Will Bramble.

6. Parking
i. Parking on pavement near Coronation Hall

One written and one verbal complaint have been received about parking on the double yellow
lines and pavement outside the Coronation Hall. This is ultimately against the law and
shouldn’t be happening. If someone has a disabled badge, this entitles them to park on double
yellow lines, but NOT on the pavement/footpath. This incident meant that vehicles were
blocking the only drop curb on the footpath which restricted disabled access as well as
making it difficult for anyone with a pram. It was proposed that the Hall remind hirers that
they cannot use this area for parking and nor should any bands/entertainment who are there
for events.

It was also noted that cars regularly park on the double yellows opposite the entrance to the
Boathouse which makes access for staff and deliveries difficult. This is not acceptable, and
any incidents should be reported to the police immediately.

ii. Dinghy bays have become new carparking spaces again recently and again, they cross a
double yellow line to park here. It was suggested that DYC write to those who rent spots to
remind them to use the carpark and not the empty bays.

Action — It was agreed to write to DYC, C Hall, Celtic Sea and Windswept to ask them
to be considerate when they hold events and to remind their customers that Dale has a
carpark, the revenue of which is keeping out toilets open, and to ask them to discourage
their customers from parking on the double yellow lines.

It was also agreed to ask Adam Thomas, our PCSO to attend the next meeting to discuss
this issue, along with dogs and speeding.



7. Highways

Councillors agreed that they would once again ask Tim Hibbert for a price to carry out a
safety cut towards the end of May/beginning of June.

Action — Clerk to contact the Hibberts.

8. Planning

None

9. Financial Report

i) March + April 2025

Receipts/Expenditure/Balance

Community/Current Account
Opening Balance (01/03/25) £2402.56

Expenditure £254.80 Clerk wages
£202.54 Clerk wages
£59.00 One Voice Wales
£240.00 Verge Cutting
£75.00 RBL wreath

Income £1400.00

Closing Balance (30/04/25) £2971.22

Business Premium

Opening Balance (01/03/25) £3089.99

Expenditure £0.00

Income £10.93 Interest

Closing Balance (30/04/25) £3100.92

Totals:

Community/Current £2971.22

Business Premium £3100.92

Balance at bank £6072.14

Payments to be issued today:

£214.00 - Insurance

£129.60 — Reimburse Cllr Dan Jones for purchasing the wood needed on the maintenance day, as previously budgeted for.



£202.54 Clerk wages per month have now been set up using dual authorisation.

RBL Wreath — The Internal Auditor picked up that the cheque to RBL was over 6 months old and may not be
honoured. It has since been banked however, going forward it will be best to look at paying this via internet banking.
All were happy for this to happen next year and the Clerk will now be responsible for ordering the wreath instead of
PM.

All happy to make these payments.

10. County Council Matters

None

12. Correspondence

None

12. Date for the next meeting
The next meeting will be on Monday 7™ July at 7pm in the Jubilee Suite, Dale.

Meeting was closed at 9.50 pm.



